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In the first Number of these Papers, ad- 
dressed to your Majesty, I assured you, 
that, if you discovered an inclination to 
ict fairly towards your people, you would 


ari 


soon become an object of censure, if not of 


abuse, with these persons in England, who 
bzd been amongst the loudest in expressing 
ihcir joy at your being called to the throne 
of France; and that your Majesty would, 
in that case, experience the curious change 
of having for defenders those who were 
not for your recall, fearing that it might 
prove injurious to the cause of freedom, 
not only in France, but throughout all Eu- 
rope. By this time those who have read 
these papers (amongst whom I am not vain 
cuough to hope that your Majesty is one) 
will begin to perceive, that my opinion 
was but too well founded; for, from the 
moment that it was seen, in this coun- 
try, that your Majesty discovered no in- 
tention to gratify the wishes of the ene- 
mics of France; that you did not im- 
tend to phinge your country into a civil 
war by reviving the animosities of past 
limes; that you did not intend to degrade 
your country, to make her the prey of her 
neighbours and the scorn of the world; 
from that very moment the men, who, in 
ihis country, had been the forwardest in 
urging your recall, began to change their 
tone respecting you. int, ai 

at, and, [ think, clearly established, in my 
last Number, was this, that the same per- 
soas who recommended to your Majesty to 
break your promise, to re-establish the an- 








[G74 
the ground, that France, though she had 
changed her Ruler, was still the same, and 
was radicully and systematically the enemy 
of England ; and therefore, that it was the 
duty of every Briton to harbour a constant 
jealousy of her, and to endeavour, by all 
the means in his power, to keep France in 
a state of weakness. Siace the writing 
of that paper, these same persons, inereas- 
ing daily in thetr hostility towards you and 
your family, as well as your people, have 
proclaimed, that we Englishmen ought to 
bear in mind “ that the disgraceful dnter- 
“ ference of France in our quarrel with 
“ America, took place under a. BOUR- 
“ BON ;” and, inferring from that fact, 
that we ought to be as jealous of ya, as we 
were of Napoleons It is impossible for 
malice to be discovered more clearly than 
it is discoverél here. What reason wae 
there for the reviving of this subject? It 
must be manifest to your Majesty, that the 
motive could have been no other than that 
of paving the way for a series of hostile 
conduct towards you.—But the cuzse of 
this hostility, so wholly unprovoked, ought 
to be exposed to the world. It is no other 
than this: that your Majesty has disap- 
pointed these people in not making lists of 
proscription; in not establishing a despo- 
tism; in not doing that, in short, which 
would have totally mined either your peo- 
le or yourself; in not doing, m other 
words, that which would have made France 
the most fecble and despicable nation upon 











The point, aimed 


earth. If these men had found you a ready 
tool in their hands to. raise the bloody flag 
‘of political revenge; if they had foand 
| you, upon your return, erecting scaffolds 
| whereon to murder those who had survived 
(the war and the. intestine troubles of 


cient regime, atid, in short, to oppress your! France; if they had seen you drive from 
people; and who, at the same time, recom- | your presence every man who has acquired 
inended te you most earnestly to slight and | glory in the armies of France; if they had 
degrade the soldiers of the Revolution ; | seen you ready to agree to every proposi- 
that these same persons recommended to | tion, ‘tending to the degradation of your 


the Allies to strip your Galleries and Mu- | country ; if, in short, they had seen in you 
seums, to keep, their armies in France, and |g manifest disposition to be at once a tyrant 
to retain their prisoners contrary to agree- | and a traitor, you would have been, to this 
ment, to narrow your dominions, to ane hour,as much an objectof their praise as you 


you to have noColonies; and tliat, too, upon 


were when you om at Dover for 








675 


Calais.——Your Majesty will hardly be- 

lieve, that the prints, which L am com- 

pelled to poiat out by name, speak merely 

the sentiments of the ewners or cditors of 
those publications. You must be well 

aware, that, if these persons, obscure and 

conteniptible as they are of themselves, 

did not know that their publications 

would be palateable to otters, they would 

not send them forth——You, indeed, 

must be well aware, that these owners 

and editors are little more than mise- 

rable tools in the hands of men of superior 
abilities and more weighty interests ; and, 
therefore, what they publish becomes entit- 
led to more attention than if they were to 
be considered as the mere offspring of the 
brain of these insignificant tdividuals.— 
Every article of news from France, rela- 
ting to your measures, becomes an object of 
criticism, with the persons to whom [I al- 
lude, who fuil not to communicate reguler- 
ly theirobservations to the public. Amongst 
the last of these there are some very well 
worthy of yourself and your people; for, i 
them, you will not fail to see a new proof of 
the fact, which ought constantly to be kept 
m view; namely, that those who are the 
enemies of a free and just government in 
France, are also the enemics of a due share 
of power being possessed by France ; and, 
moreover, are yo enemies, unless you will 
consent to bea foul traitorto your country.— 
ft was not Napoleon that these persons 
hated so much as it was France! and this 
fact, which I former'yendeavoured to prove, 
they now, of thetr own accord, prove toa 
demonstration. ‘hey wish to sce France 
despotled of all power, of all greatness, and 
of all the means of becoming great. An 
observation of theirs, relative to the 2/i- 
tary force of France, to be kept up in time 
of peace, hus made this a fact not to ad- 
mit of dispute.—The publication, to which 
{ here more particularly allude, was in 
the Times newspaper, of the 2Ist of 
May, in the following words: Tt 
“js stated, but we imagine with no ofhi- 
** cin! grounds ef accuracy, that the Peace 
* Establishment of the French army ts to 
“be 220,000 men, exeseding by 63,000 
* the number of the army in 17¢°2. Now, 
if the French Government had adopted 
any such unwise and extravagant resolu- 
*tiun, we should think it the duty of all 
the other Sovereigns of Europe to say at 
onee, atid without the least ceremony, 
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AVPHE THING SHALL NOT BE, 


We have all (British, Germans, Rus- | to annihilate the power of France. 


or 
“ sians, Spaniards, or whatever we ares! 
“ fered too much. from the enormous mil} 
“tary force of France, to permit it to |, 
“ zecumulated again into so formid:)|, 

“mass, threatening at every moment to 
“break its bounds, and sweep away all be. 
“fore it. It would be madness in Great 
“ Britain to restore to France, Ships, Colo. 
“ nies, and Commerce; to pour wealth <o 
** profusely inte her lap, as the mere price 
“‘ of peace, if the first use she made of jt 
“ were to sharpen the sword for war, W, 
* perhaps pay too great a compliment to thi: 
¢oose and unauthenticated paragraph by ne- 
“ ticing it; but if it be really true, we think 
it isquite suflicient tomake us pause befor 
“we give up to France a single conque-t, 
* or evenresiore an individual prisoner,” — 
I will not attempt to describe the feelings 
which must agitate the breast of ever; 
Frenchman, upon the hearing of such in- 
pudence and profligacy as this. Here we, 
at once, see with what views it was tha 
these persons wished for your restorativu. 
Here it becomes manitest, that they ouly 
desired that event in the hope of degrading 
and crippling France, having conceived 
the notion, that your Majesty would }: 
made a tool in the hands of the enemies oi 
your country’s greatness. What would 
be said here, if the other Powers were ( 
prescribe to ws what army or what navs 
we should keep up in time of peace’— 
What an uproar such an idea would ercite 
here! And what insolence, then, must * 
be in these persons to hold forth the jou 
and propriety of France being dictated 
in this respect! The number of troops 
spoken of as the peace establishment ¢! 
France, will be less than her proportic”, 
compared with the. numbers kept op " 

other Powers. We shall, in all proba? 

lity, not come down so low as 100,00" 
men of all sorts, besides the half-pay list, 
amounting to many thousands. And Frane 
has more than three times our real pop! 

tion, we having no frontiers to guard, *" 

she having many hundreds of miles of frov- 
tier. But, these matters are unworths 
of notice, when we think of the impudent 
and infamous proposition to the Alles te 
COMPEL your Majesty to fix on suc ha 
peace establishment as they, or, rather, * 
these vile men may choose to leave 5°") 
and, what is still more infamous, the él 
position to retain our prisoners of &°” 
unless you consent to strip your county © 
the means of defence; unless you C° 
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as well known to these vile men as it is to 
me, that there exists a Convention, accord- 
iny to which these prisoners are to be re- 
icased forthwith; and yet, in the teeth of 
this solemn compact, these men would re- 
tain the French prisoners, unless you con- 
sent to leave your country in a state of 
feebleness, that would make her an easy 
prey to all her neighbours. ‘They have the 
profiigacy openly, “and in plain terms, to 
recommend a violation of a treaty, which 
his heen fulfilled on your part already 3 
nd that, too, upoa the ground, that in the 
arrangement of-your own dementin concerns 
nado not act as they could wish, We 
have, In England, the most profligate 
writers in the whole world; but, even 
from their pens, any thing ihe very ‘profli- 
cate as this has seldom issued. ‘They 
now discover their real motives for wish- 
ing for the fall of Napolcon. They now dis- 
cover, that their checrings of your Majesty 
on the’ ot casion of your “recall, arose from 
the hope of France becoming degraded : and 
crippled in your hands, 
peace NOW begins to be a subject of observa- 
tion with them 3 and, it is worthy of your 
attention, how they here also shew their 
desire to see you and your country de- 
craded. "They take fire at the expression 
ofthe Paris journals, that the conditions 
are to be all honourable to France ; and 
they particularly dwell upon a topic, well 
calculated to deceive the unthinking part 
of mankind $ namely, that of the Adolztion 
of the Slave “Tratde.—The Courier, of the 
2ist instant, observes, that “ the King of 
7 “FP rance has assumed a tone, which the 
‘ Alied Sovereigns were not prepared to 
“expect.” By Allied Sovereigns these 
men mean themselves. 7Z/ey, indeed, ex- 
pected you to be their slave; a vile tool 
in their hands. There are two points, 
on which they begin to harp pretty loudly: 
the commerctal intercourse and the slave- 
trade, in neither of which the Continental 
Sovereigns have, in fact, any interest. 
a“ to these the Times says :— As the 
“ negociation branches out mto detail, 
“ difficulties of various kinds must be ex- 
~ pected to arise. It is said, and we can- 
“not be surprised at it, that M. Talley- 
“rand has started many ‘objections against 
“the introduction of English manufac- 
: “tures, on the footing of the treaty of 
1786. All reasonable modifications 
«ought to be acceded to on our part.’ It 
* would not be a wise policy in us to hold 
“ap Louis XVILL to his people, as a So- 
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‘vereign incapable of maintaining their 
just rights. On the other hand, as we 
‘are rich in conquests, the restitution of 
* which Irance must owe solely to ow 
 berality, we have both the right and the 
* power to insist on her doing justice in 
‘return. We ought not to cede an inch 
‘ of territory to her, until she has agreed 
“to an equitable commercial treaty ; to a re- 
** duction of her army within limits which. 
“ would leave us nothing to fear for the 
“* peace of Europe ; and, lastly, to an aban- 
** donment of the slave-trade.” Thus, 
as your Majesty will see, they mean to 
have such terms as shall put the resources 
of France into hands not her own. They 
think, that. you will be made to consent to 
reduce your kingdom to a sort of colony to 
England. If this were for the read’ be- 
nefit of England; if it would tend to our 
happiness and freedom, I am afraid, that I 
myself might be tempted to wish fos it too. 
But, convinced that I am, that such a 
treaty as these men desire would be a rea/ 
injury to us; that it would tend to make 
us, the people in general, worse off than, 
we now are; and that it would be to lay 
the fated of a new war, I wish for 
fair and equitable terms of peace. © 1 wish 
to see France left in possession of great 
power ; because I am of opinion, that her 
possessing great power will be for the good 
of the people of England. It 1s not ne- 
cessary for me to state precisely how I 
think that power is to operate in favour of 
our liberties. It is suflicient for me, that 
I am convinced that it will so operate; 
and it. is a strong presumption that this 
opinion is correct, that we see all the most 





deadly enemies of our freedom anxiously 


labouring to prevent France from retain- 
ing any power at all_———The commercial 
treaty, existing before the Revolution, was 
very much complained of in France. It 
was certainly very advantageous to certain 
persons *n England. But the Revolution 
has made great changes. France has now 
the means of manufacturing for herself. 
She has new resources. She will be able 
to feed a greater population. She will 
contain a greater mass of industry and en- 
terprise. She is delivered of her load of 
debt. Her soil, climate, canals, rivers, 
and ports, offer abundant means for all sorts 
of commercial enterprises. But, indeed, 
all tariffs ought to be thrown aside.— 

French wine, oil, corn, awd brandy, ought 
to come here freely and without duty ; 
and France ~_ to be.epen to all our 
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wares and merchandizes, without duty. 
Then might we drink Vin de Grave at 
four pence a quart, and the French might | 
have good sharp knives well-finished to 
cut their meat with, at a cheap rate. Why 
should they not be allowed to send us wine 
as well as cows, hogs, and poultry? If, 
indeed, a treaty like this were proposed 
on our part, I should call vou illiberal 
for not agreeing to it. But, if it be- 
come a matter of \ custom-house rates, 
then these must be the best judges of 
the terms, who have to settle them after 
minuteexamination and discussion. —W hat 
however, | more particularly wish to point 
out, is, the language these enemies of free- 
dom assume upon this occasion. They al- 
ways, When speaking of our relationships 
with France, talk like dudiies. They will 
give you no colonies, wnleéss you give them 
a commercial treaty? ‘That is to say, unless 
you give them the better part of the resour- 
ces of France. ‘That is their plain mean- 
ing. They wish to force a commercial trea- 
ty upon you; and yet they have the impu- 
dence to call it an equitable commercial 
treaty. If it be intended to be eguitadk ; 
that 1s to say, if it be intended to give you 
as great advantages as it acquires from you, 
why do they talk of compulsion? If] have 
an article which IT am about to exchange 
with my neighbour for an article of the 
same value, do I quarrel with him because 
he declines the offer? ~Much less do I at- 
tempt to force him to make the exchange, 
Any such attempt would betray a conscious- 
ness, on my part, that the exchange propo- 
sed by me was not so very equitable! We, 
it is said, propose to France a commercial 
treaty, equally advantageous to both nations. 
Either it is as advantageous to France as 
it is to us, or it isnot. If the former, we 
can lose nothing by your Majesty’s reject- 
ing the offer ; if the latter, it is your duty 
to reject it. A commercial treaty is a bar- 
gain between two dealers ; and, ® is some- 
thing new in trade, that, because one deal- 
ev declines making a bargain with another, 
the former is to be attacked and treated as 
anenemy. . Qne man offers another a price 
for his land, but the former, because the of- 
ter is declined, does not treat the latter as a 
toe, In short, these writers, and their like, 
looked upon your Majesty’sretarnto France 
as the means of degrading and crippling 
Franee, and of making her, with her fine 
soil and climate, little less than a colony of 
England ; which, if it were passible to aec- 


Complish, would be-the very worst thing 


° 
ats Bisit i. 


POLITICAL REGISTER. —Address to the King of France. 


| that could happen for the happiness 
1. 
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| , aud 
freedom of the people of England them. 
selves.—It has been said, that your minis. 


| ters do not readily consent to any stipulation 


for the abolition of the Slave Trade ; 2u\\, 
your Majesty will please to observe, that 
this is likely to become a very fruitful topic 
of abuse on you and the French nation.— 
It is my opinion, that France would be bet- 
ter, that she would be more powerful, more 
moral, more happy, and likely to continue 
more tree, without any colonies at all. Buc. 
if her rulers think otherwise, it is for them 
to decide upon the justice and the policy of 
abolishing the Slave ‘Trade.—To dictate to 
them what they shall do im this respect is to 
interfere in their domestic concerns. Ii is. 
in: fact, to take the government of the ter- 
ritory of France out of their hands.—Ne- 
vertheless this is to‘be made, I can see, the 
ground of much abuse on you and your peo- 
ple. Craft and cant come in here to the 
aid of a hatred of freedom 3 for, it is a no- 
torious fact, that, amongst those who have 
been, in this country, the most busy in the 
work of Black freedom, we find the most 
determined in the work of ensuring // ite 
Slavery.—For my part, I wish that Euro- 
peans had no slaves, black or white. Bur, 
it must not be overlooked, that we have had 
time to do away this trade; and that France 
has not; and, it is very probable, that w 
give her back colonies without leaving het 

the trade, would be to give her the means 
of making her poor and weak.—l have, 
above, quoted what the Z%mes newspapcr 
has said upon the subject. 1 will now shew 
your Majesty what you have to expect a 
the hands of others.—-The Courier, of the 
23< of May, says :-— There have been, "! 
“there be not now, some obstacles in 

“ negociation, one of which we uaderst«'\ 

“ related tothe Slave Trade Great bi 
“ tain demanded the abolition of the Slave 

“ Trade by France as one of the conditions 
“of the treaty ; and the King of France 
“ demurred ; or, according to report, relt- 
“sed to accede to the demand. He called 
* it, absurdly enough, interfering 10 the 1n- 
“ternal Government of the French Colo- 
“ nies. What! is preventing the traffic wit 

“ Africa in human blood an interference 
“ in the internal administration of a Frenel 
“Island in the West, Indies? If Lows 
“ XVIIL. persist in this refusal, he wil! 
“ far indeed from having turned advers'J 
“ to pr “ammenities should have 
“ thought it would have made him anxiovs 





* to soften as much as possible the miseqiss 






“ thena 





* natur 
* enlia} 
“ that 
“in the 
“tion o 
“pect t 
“ heved 
“the B 
“act o 
“ which 
“and 4 
“ memb: 
“ ported 
* s2ys. ¥ 
- Luroy 
“to mak 
* will he 
* deman 
“her wl 
“most u 
* about | 
“all she 
“ly her 
* widely 
“ must | 
“ value : 
“a fou 
“ which 
“and a 
* mands 
“ enor 
“ miser 
“the § 
“ told, t 
if not 
“ their 
“ont t 





































680 





and 
em- 
nis- 
tlon 
and, 
that 
Lopic 
n.— 
bet 
more 
inue 
But, 
them 
cy of 
te to 
is to 
li is, 
 ter- 
-Ne. 
9 the 
pe 0- 
Oo the 
a no- 
have 
n the 
most 
V hite 
nuro- 
But, 
> had 
‘ance 
at 
her 
ans 
1ave, 
yaper 
shew 
‘tf at 
{ the 
en, if 
) the 
stund 
Br- 
Slave 
tlons 
ranc€e 
refu- 
alled 
e ime 
Colo- 
with 
rence 
euch 
Lows 
il] be 
rly 
have 
xious 


egies 








+ 


‘of the human race, and that he would 
‘have rendered any demand from us to 
‘ —_ the Slave Trade wholly unnecessa- 
“ry, However, there is one way in which 
“ve trast our able Negociator treated this 
fusal, supposing the report to be correct, 

‘ which we hape it is not.—* Noabolition—= 
» Culuaies.’ We will not part with one 

“of che French colonies —no, nor shall tou 
; “haves dmission to the West Indies or the 
‘East, unless you distinctly aceede to the 
‘demand W hich God and Nature justify ws 
“in insisting upon, the Abolition of the 
“Slave ‘i Trade.” —The tlorning Chronicle, 
of the same day, says:—“* We must receive 
‘ the various reports of the terms of the 
aty of peace now negociating at Paris 

vith reserve, at least, becaus se ihey are 
eside ntly not finally settled, hat some 
“impediment has occurred, we believe ; 
“and we lament ‘o hear that it is of a 
“nature to excite ie tndignation of every 
“enlivhtcned man tin Europe. Ut is said 
“that a disposition has manifested itself 
‘in the Evench Court, to resist the inser- 
‘ton of an article in the Treaty with res- 
“nect to the Slawe Trade. Will it be be- 
“heved, after all that has happened, that 
the Bourbons hesitate to follow up that 
“act of christian and «moral beneficence 
which England had the glory to begin, 
‘and which even the most sanguinary 
“members of Revolutionary France sup- 
“ported? A writer, in a paper of yesterday, 
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“savs, with eloquent force— The States of 


“ Eun ‘ope are to be called upon by England 
“to make a sacrifice, and great importance 
“will hereafter be attached to this sézg/e 
“demand, which is all she thinks it worth 
“her w hile to make, on this occasion of al- 
“most universal acquirement. She is now 
“ about to name the reward she sceks for 
“all she has done. Considering how high- 
“ly her services are extolled, and how 
“ wide ly they are acknowledged, our Allies 
“ must be prepared to find it of immense 
* value : :—and so it is. She demands that 
‘a foul felony. may be discontinued, of 
“ which a vast Continent is the per petrator, 
“and a vaster is the victim! She de- 
~ mands that Europe may be reseued from 
«enormous guilt, and Africa from hideous 
“ misery ; she demands the Abolition of 
“the Slave Trade !?. And this, we are 
“ told, the French Court Aesztates at least, 
“if not refuses, toaceede! The return of 
“ their Colonies is nothing, they say, with- 
“out the horrible means of cultivating 
“them by human degradation, torment, 
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“and slavery! We trust the rumour is 
* false, and that the residence of th: » Baw: 
“bon family for so many years in this 
* country, has endued their minds wi:4 
“ wisdom, and their hearts with fecling, 
“ to withstand any advice that may he giveu 
“them, so horrible and inhuman as the 
“¢ preservation of that traflic would be.”---- 
This is the sort of language now to be used. 
The cant of the most cunning hypocrites on 
earth is now to be played eff against your 
Majesty. A good way to meet the prepo- 
sitica would be to propose to extend the 
aboiition to all the s/avery of whites; to all 
vassals, or whatever else they be called, 
who are boxght and sold im any, and every, 
part of Europe! : For, why should you have 
more fecling for blacks than for whites ? 
'Vhis proposition would be a ground for 
great and puzzling discussion.——!"or my 
part, Lam much more anxious about the 
liberties of 30 millions of Frenchmen, than 
about those of, perhaps, 100,000 Blaeks, 
though | oh not to see them in slavery. 
I shall be very well contented, if I find, 
that the brave and ingenious and amishle 
people of France are free ; that they possess 
their property in security ; ; that there is no 
h typocritical system’ of oppression either on 
their purses or their persons ; that they are 
not cheated by a sham representation; that 
they are not made mere sponges, to be 
squeezed by the Government; that they 
are not mocked by the forms of liberty and 
law; that they are not insulted by being 
told that they are free, while they are, in 
effect, the most degraded of slaves; that 
they are net compelled to work like slaves 
at the oar, to pamper the sons and daugh- 
ters of corruption ; that they are not made 
the prey of an endless swarm of tame 
cheaters. In short, if | see the people 
of France fairly represented in the Legis- 
lature, 1 shall be quite content to leave to 
that Legislature and your Majesty, to fix 
the period of abolishing of the black slave 
trade. ———But, [ cannot conclude this 
Number. of my Address to your Majesty, 
without pointing out to you the inconsist- 
ency of these writers, in respect of the 
Stave Trade. They now ery out against 
the slavery of the Blacks. The Blacks the 'y 
find to be quite fit for the enjoyment of 
freedom. . But, it was only ‘six days ago, 
that they deprecated the attempt to esta- 
blish a free government 7x France, be- 


cause, said they, "THE FRENCH ARE 





NOT FITTED FOR SUCH A GO-. 


VERNMENT ! Aye, and they regretted, 
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“for the sake of HUMANITY,” (vile 
hypocrites!) that your Majesty was pledy- 
ed to make the experiment! They have 
only one step further to go: to recommend 
to the Allies, not to evacuate France, nor 
to release the French prisoners of war, un- 
less you stipulate to make the people of 
France slaves—From all this your Ma- 
jesty, and every sensible Frenchman, will 
clearly perceive, that these writers have 
constantly in view the means of ruining 
your country ; and that which is the great 
object of my Address, is, to impress upon the 
minds of Frenchmen, that those who are for 
using every possible means of weakening and 
degrading France, are also for using every 
possible means of preventing the establish- 
ment of a free constitution in that country. 
T have shown, that these persons are la- 
bouring to cause your Galleries and Mu- 
seums to be stripped ; to prevent you from 
having colonies ; to narrow your ancient 
dominions; to cause the allied armies to 
remain in France in the pay of England ; 
to inculcate the opinion, that France is the 
same under you as under Napoleon ; and 
thet it is the, duty of Englishmen always 
to look on her as radically and systemati- 
oally our enemy ; to prevent the release of 
the French prisoners of war; to compel 
you to reduce your army so low as to 
leave your country without defence: and 
I have also shown, that it is these same 
persons, who express their regret that you 

have pledged yourself to the establishment 
of a government, in which the people shall 

be really represented in the Legislature, — 
Having shown this, I think that I may 
safely leave your Majesty and the French 
nation to draw the proper conclusion. I 
wish not to take credit for unusual libe- 
rality. My motives are, perhaps, full as 
national as those of my opponents ; but, I 

hope, not chargeable with the baseness 
manifestly belonging to theirs. They 
would exterminate the French nation, in 

their fear of its becoming a bright example 
to the world. I am of opinion, that for 
France to be powerful, prosperous, and 
really free, would be a great blessing to 
the people of England, There is nothing 
which a: friend of freedom in England 

ought to dread so much as the enfeebling 

and enslaving of France. Not: only in 

Spain, and in Italy, and in Holland, are 

people waiting to see what France’ will 
do; but the eves of all Europe are upon 

lier; and her example must produce a 
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When she has arranged her government 
we shall be able to describe her situation : 
to exumine and to show the effects of that 
government ; to make comparisons between 
it and other governments; to look into 
things with our own eyes; to go to the 
spot, and report to those who cannot vy, 
And, what have the advocates of our oy 
system to fear from this ?>—Napoleon had 
the power of doing more good than any 
man that ever lived, and he certain'y did 
a great deal, though he did some harm, 
But your Majesty stands next to him in 
pomt of power to do good, without the 
temptation to do harm. You are at 
the head of that people, whose example, 
in the course of a few years; must be 
followed; and, therefore, every act of 
vours becomes an object of anxious so- 
licitude with every man who wishes well 
to his species. N>-poleon vften spoke of 
his great plans for the benefit of mankind, 
and [ see no reason to doubt of his sin- 
cerity. But his means were of the wrong 
sort. ‘They were suited only to the de- 
stroying of tyranny and corruption. ‘They 
were necessary to that part of the great 
work. It remains for your Majesty to 
proceed tn it by means of a more amiable 
kind. It is your happy lot to be able to 
spread freedom and happiness over Europe 
by the example of a people, who always 
have, and always will, give the fashion to 
the world. ' 


—_—— 





To Mr, Coke. 
On the Dispute about Corn. 

Srr—lIt has surprised me very much to 
see that you have given yourself any trou- 
ble about the Corn Laws. The people, who 
thrive by spreading delusion, were sure to 
abuse you. ‘They were sure to represent 
you, who are so liberal a man, im ai! your 
transactions in life, as a grasping monop’- 
hizer; as a man wishing to pinch those 
very poor, who are fed out of your for- 
tune. They, who, by hook or by crook, 
pocket part of the money which you p*y 
in taxes, were sure to hold you up as 
oppressor. Had I been in your piace, 51" 
1 would have left the passing of Corn 
Laws to those who are for raising great 
sums of taxes from the produce ol the 
corn. ° It was not discreet in you, give Me 
leave to say it, to expose yourself to the 
attacks of the herd of vulgar politicians 
whose brains seem to be in their bellies. 
Only look atthe trash which they *"* 





great effegt on the future lot of mankind. | 


publishing upon this subject, and oi which 
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she following, from The Times new ‘spaper, 
ofthe 23d inst. is a pretty good speciinen : _ 
+ In my former remarks, I predicted that 
eit the present measures for making 2 total 
“alteration in the Corn Laws were per- 
+ sisted in, m the spirit then shown, a very 
* few days would see the tables of the two 
‘Houses of Parliament covered with ne- 
“ titans. My words have been fuéfitied 
“and are fi Lalli: vg, and yet there are per- 
« sons so desperate that they would endea- 
‘ vour to foree on the measures alluded to, 
* not only by precipitation, but by intimi- 
* dation. They would brand every oppo- 
* sition to an wnreasonable mons ype ly of the 
“ nublie food with the name of sedition.— 
* They have even dared to stigmatise as 
seditious the conduct of a gentleman, 
whose long and laborious public life 
leaves us in doubt which most to admire, 
the hardihood or the folly of the slan- 
derer. This violent and factions ca- 
lumoy, I trust, will not deter any upright 
servant of the public from doing his duty. 
The true sower of sedition is he, who, 
stimulated by a spirit of rapacety and 
extortion, urges the precipitate adoption 
of measures, which must of necessity 
throw the whole empire into confusion, 
‘and vender the dandowners of the coun- 
try objects of sesprczon and hatred to the 
manufacturing and mercantile mterests, 
without any real benefit to the great 
“hady of the agricultural population. — 
my the return of peace, after so many 
‘ars of a war which has convulsed Eu- 
rope to its centre, naturally presented to 
people of all classes: { in this country the 
cheering hope that the burthens which 
’ they had borne with unexampled patience 
should be fairly and equitably lightened. 
None, buat the wild and visionary, 
‘ thonght, that all our evils were suddenly 
“to vanish; none but the grossly selfish 
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‘peace they were to ‘enjoy the exclusive 


* advantages which the war had thrown 
“into their hands, I have not heard that 
* the officers of the army and navy have 
“thought of petitioning Government to 
*, Continue their full pay and allowances, 
‘or that the proctors and agents in the 
“ prize courts have ventured to pray for a 
“supply of business at the public expence. 
“ T suppose the dealers in Omnium must 
“be satisfied to see their golden harvest 
“pretty much curtailed; and the Con- 
“ tractors for the supply of naval and mi- 
itary | stores must experience a gonsider- 
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and avaricious imagined, that in time of 








[os 


* able falling off in their profits. In short, 


__ Property will shift its channels. Go-" 


‘vernment cannot and ought not to enr- 
“ bank and keep up any particular species 
r ar beyond its natur: al level. It may and 

it ought to take care that the fall shoald 
‘not be too violent. Alofas componere 
 fluctus. Tht isallit has todo. But. 
“some. greedy and avaricious tudividuals 
* have hit upon a plan fo perpeliate, as 
“ they foolishly think, their ows ertrava- 
gant gains, at the expence of the com- 
munity. * Fools! not to see that they 
will in vain strive to raise themselves on 

the de; pression of their country. View- 
ing this nefarious scheme in the light I 
“ do, [ must assume that its original i in- 
ventors were not among the national 
representatives,” ‘Thus, you see, Sir, 
you have obtained the honour to be put 
upon a level with officers of the army and 
navy, proctors and bailifls of prize courts, 
dealers in omnium, ¢ ontractors, and the like. 

Well! It is just. It is really just. For 
to the country gentlemen of Endlend, to 
their submission to the Minister of the day 
it is, that they owe what they now experi- 
ence. It is to this that they have to attri- 
bute, that every saucy placeman and pen- 
sioner now flouts them to their face. It is to 
them that we owe the want of a Reform, 
which would have protected them a great 
deal more effectually than all the Corn 
Laws that ever were invented, They were 
afraid of a disorganizing smrit, and they 
now {cel the efiec -tsof their conduct. — Look, 

Sir, at the language of this man. He calls 
your efforts an endeavour to secure a mono- 
poly of the PUBLIC food! you are charged 
(for it is yor who is meant) with calumny 
onan upright servant of the PUBLIC!” 
When it suits their purpose, they call such 
people servants of the Ary; but, upon 
this occasion, they cal! them servants of the 
public! You are accused of rapacity and 
extortion. You! who, l-dare say, neves 
teok so much rent as you might, without 
any difficulty, have obtained. You! who 
are known to be so generous’a landlord and 
a master, and such a liberal encourager of 
industry and v ivtne, a and who has spent 
so large a portion of your time in pur- 
sulis tending to the benefit of others! And 
all this you are taunted with by a caitill, 
perhaps, whose fortune is made up of a part 
of the taxes, collected from your ownestate! 

But, again, | say, it is your own fault, and 
the fault of the other country gentlemen.—- 
You must bear the grating sound of the 


“ 


sé 





ee ae 
. “Sn = _— . 
— : ms eA 
Bee 








ONY I 




















687] 


words, which tell you that you have been a 
muonopoliscr, and tuat you want to contimue 
the monopoly. How it must please you. 
How soft it must sound to your ears, to 
hear yourself confounded with those, whom 
you have been paying out of your estate ! 
‘To hear the amount of your rents, a large 
partofwhich go to pay the contractors, reck- 
oned amongst the BURDENS of the peo- 
ple, which ought to diminish along with the 
gains of the contractors. The burdens 
which people expected to be lightened, we 
are here told, included t'.e price of the haf; 
ani the landowner is wer: exhibited as 
mre avaricious than the contractor, be- 
cause he wishes to perpetuate his exrtrava- 
gant geins even afier the war is over, at 
the expence of the community ! ‘Khere 
is no recsoning with this. It is too outra- 
giously impudent to reason with, It 1s, 
however, the popular talk of theday. This 
corrupt press and the Lancasterian schools, 
will, upon this subject at any rate, beat rea- 
son out of the field. ‘The number who eat 
bread so far exceed those who grow wheat, 
or own lands, that the odds against you are 
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fearful indeed; and that was a fact well 
known to the false and cunning loon who 
was making this attack, and who, while he 
was, perhaps, one of the canses of the pav- 
perisin that covers the country, had the ad- 


dress to throw the blame upon you, whose | 
income has gone to enrich him and to pre-— 


vent the poor from actually starving.—No, 
Sir; had [ been in yor place, they never 
should have heard my voice in support of 
any law, the professed object of which is to 
protect the former, but the real tendency 
of which must be, if it has any effect at all, 
to keep up the amount of the taxes. In the 
last Number of the Recisrer [ made this 

roposition as clear as dav-light; or, at 
Nout. if { did not, it is out of my power to 
make it, or anything else, clear. Lf I had 
been & landowner like you, f would have 
said nothing. It should, for me, have been 
the att of the Ministry and their majority. 
1 should have viewed myself, in the ques- 
tion, not as the owner ef praperty, but as a 
ehannel, or funnel, or cpnductor of taxes ; 
and a very triflme portion of arithmetic 
would have enabled you to know, that low 

rices were as good for me as high prices. 

erhaps, for } speak without book. there 
may be raised in England and Wales four 
millions of quarters of wheat. If it sell 
for twelve millions of nioney, the Govern- 
ment cannot have so much taxes out of it 
as if it sold for twenty-four millions of 


~— 








féss 


money. Indeed they can have only half as 


much. It is the business of those, there- 
fore, who want the taxes, to endeavour to 
keep upthe price of corn, and not your bu- 
siness, who are merely a funnel for the 
taxes. —The wild notion of the writer, above 
quoted, is, that you have profited from the 
war! "That you have been one of those, 
who shared in the good things of the war. 
And that now you wish to keep up your 


fill pay after the war has ceased! Just as 


if you had not been paying wages and prices 
and taxes in due proportion to the price 
of corm; and just as‘if the paper-moncy, 
which actually exchanges at 30 per centum 
loss against the money of France, had made 
no difference in the thing.—However, Sir, 
all sorts of absurdities you will hear upon 
this subject ; and we are not yet come to 
the period when the clamour will be loudest. 
If the harvest of this year should be bad; 
if blights should come very generally ; if a 
mildew should, for our sins, pay us a visit. 
In short, if the crop should be -remarkably 
unproductive, you must be sensible, that we 
shall see wheat again at eight pounds a 
quarter. Zen! ‘Then you will hear the 
out-cry about monopoly! Then you will 
hear the clamour about the corn-daws, espe- 
cially if the American war should contmue, 
and there should be a skort crop on the Con- 
tinent.—It appears to me, that Sir Francis 
Burdett takes the wise course in these mat- 
ters. He knows very weil, that it is not he 
who profits from high prices. He knows 
that he must pay in proportion to his rents 
and the price of corn. He knows, that he 
cannot stay, for one moment, the regular 
march of things. And he, therefore, always 
holds his tongue as to these matters of petty 
legislation.. Law cannot give you price 
any more than it can give you sun-shine and 
snowers. ‘Iie whole quantity imported 1 
a year makes so small an addition to the 
amount of the crop, that it is of no conse- 
quence worth notice; and that peace docs 
not and cannot make any material diller- 
ence permanently in the price of corn, 15 2 
proposition which experience has proved, 
and which reason would easy have proved, 
if experience had been wanting. If the Mi- 
nisters thought, that, by passing a law, they 
could keep up the price of corn, they, upon 
that notion, acted wisely ; because they. by 
keeping up the price of corn, kept up their 
taxes;, and they discovered no little ad- 
dress in getting the landowners for thetr 
allies in the thing, because these, as bemg, 
according to the vulgar idea, the partic 
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most interested in the passing of the law, 


would naturally bear the greater portion of 


the blame. What I regret, is, though | 
never had the pleasure of even seeing you, 
that you should have so acted as to have 
come 1n for your share of the popular odium 
oa this account. You! who cax have no 
juterest in the success of the law, suppo- 
sing that success to be ever so complete.— 
\lready, you see, Sir, the misled rabble 
have begun, and in your own country, too, 
to hang bakers and millers inefigy ! This 
is the. work of the base and prostituted 
press, Whence the Lancasterian children are 
to imbibe their principles. The baker and 


miller gain nothing by the high price of 


corn, which, before they make into flour, 
they are compelled to buy. And yet they 
are hanged in effigy !——Now, Sir, the 
trath is, that the clamour arises, and will 
arise, with those, who, in one way or ano- 
ther, live upon the public money. They 
are always in fear of some terrzble change, 
which, be it what it will, must oust them 
from their fatting stalls. They are always 
fpr keeping the poorer classes guiet.— 
Cheap bread is one of the most effectual 
means of doing this ; and, therefore, they 
are always railing against monopolizers, 
grasping landlords and farmers, cheating 
millers and bakers. The cold sweat comes 
upon them when the quartern loaf mounts 
apace. From this source comes all the 
clamour; and of this clamour you will 
never see an end, while there are so 
many persons who live upon the taxes.--— 
Peace is a horrible object to many thou- 
sands, and, indeed, some hundreds of 
thousands, of these persons. They per- 
ceive that thetr allowance will be curtai!- 
ed; but what must it be tothem, then, if the 
loaf be still of the same price? They do 
not consider, or rather, they are incapable 
of perceiving, that (diflerence of crops 
aside) the price of the loaf must depend 
upon the amount of the taxes imposed on 
it through the funnel of the landowner and 
the farmer, and upon the value of the 
paper-money compared with that of specie. 
Peace, which has blessing in its sound to 
the rest of mankind, has quite upset this 
nee of persons. They fear that 
the rabble, who have been expecting cheap 





bread (though it was cheap before), will 
be disappointed, and may make a noise.— 
What thése people seem to want, there- 
fore, is, that bread may beecm> as cheap 
as it was before the war, and that all the 
Present taxes may still continue to be paid! 





Oh, no! thank you, gentlemen! The loaf 
pays the taxes, and, if you must have cheap 
bread, you must have less taxes. But, 
Sir, why do L plague you with this, and 
why should you plague yourself with it ?— 
Let those who live upoa the taxes stand 
forward in the measures, intended to make 
them productive. You have none of the 
gain, and why should you shave the odium ? 








Mr. DE BrRENGER. 

I have no time to say much on what has 
passed in the House of Commons, relative 
to.this gentleman. Two Members of Par- 
liament, Miessvs. Abercrombie and Bar- 
ham, who spoke in favour of a Commiitee 
to enguire into the conduct ef the Secre- 
tary of State, touching this matter, are re- 
ported to have said, that they felt no sym- 
pathy for the Petitioner. I do; [ feel 
greatly for him; and 1 bope, that there 
are many who feel abundant indignation at 
the efforts made, through the imfamous 
newspapers of Londen, to cause him to be 
pre-judged; than which any thing more de- 
testable never was committed, even by that 
prostituted press, the guide of the Lancas- 
terian children.—-I shall make no remark 
on the conduct of Lord Sidmouth and Mr. 
Becket ; but Iam alarmed at what dropped 
from some one in the debate about the 
PROBABLE RENEWAL OF THE 
ALIEN ACT. This never can be in- 
tended, to be sure! What! An Act like 
this ; or, indeed, any Alien Act at all, to 
exist in time of peace! 1s every foreigner 
who comes into the country to live here at 
the mere mercy of the Minister of the day, 
even now when the House of Bourbon 1s 
restored to the throne of France? Are 
we never to see an end to this sort of 
power? My eycs begin to grow dim; 
but, are they to be closed before England 
is rid of this species of power? Am I 
never more to sce my country divested of 
its cowardly fears ?—TI trust there was no 
ground for the alarming hint; and will, 
for the present, say no more of it.—What 
was the real cause of the seizure of Mr. 
De Berenger has not been yet proved, and, 
of course, it remains to be proved that he is 
new really held in prison for an offence 
against the Alien Act. But, if what he 
states, as to jis parentage, be correct (and 
I see no reason to doubt it), I am decided- 
ly of opinion, that, by the law of England, 
he is zot an alien, His father was a na- 
tural born subject of the King of England. 
Mr. De Berenger must be, thercfore, a 
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subject of the King, though born out of 
the country, else my son, who was born in 
America, is not a subject of the King. 
But itis a point not to be douted, that 
the children of Enelish subjects, born 
abroad, are English subiects, and we have 
hundreds of them (Sir Home Popham for 
one) in offices, which they could not legal- 
ly hold if divested of that character. 
But, besides this, Mr. De Berenger held a 
commission in the Ihing’s service. ‘To do 
that éegally he mast be an English subject, 
except he belonged to a foretgn corps, 
which he cid not. The Act of Settlement 
expressly forbids offices of trust, civil or 
eniliiary, to be given to any but subjects of 
the King, and Mr. De Berenger held an 
office of trust.—One of two things, there- 
fore, must be: cither the law was violated 
in putting him in an office ef trust, or 1 
has been violated in seizing him, and in 
keeping him in jail, as an alien. Only 
hink, however, of the situation of a man, 
who is thought worthy of being made a 
commander of Englishmen, enrolled for the 
defence of their country, and who is, every 
day of his life, liable to be seized by a war- 
rant, confined without cause assigned, or 
sent ent of the country!—TI[ shall say no 
more on the subject at present. | wish to 
offer no opinion upon Mr. De Berenger’s 
conduct or case; but common justice 
compels us to szsperd our judgment, at any 
rate ; yes, and even to consider him as in- 
nocent till he be proved to be guilty. It 
Was quite a new thing to see a self-erected 
tribunal, publishing against persons by 
name, what they had the impudence to 
call evidence, and after the ceuntry had 
had time to read that ex-parte evidence, to 

refer an indictment against the accused. 
“his was something zew in England. 
Much as we had seen before, we had, till 
now, seen nothing equal to this. Then, 
after the indictment had been preferred ; 
after the bill had been found, and the ac- 
cusing party put off the trial, the vile news- 
papers published to the world, that it was 
the accused who had put off the trial, and 
insinuated, that they had so done in order 
‘to shift the hour of their punishment! And 
18 it to such information and principles 
from a press like this, that men are spend- 
ing their moncy to teach poor children to 
read ? 











Pustic Deszrors. 


Mr. Consetrr.—As you are a man not 
very timid in promulgating your knowledge 
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and opinions to. your extensive readers, [ 
have taken the liberty of asking your ad- 
vice ona subject wherein every person who 
pays taxes 1s materially interested. You 
probably recollect, that about ten or twelve 
years azo, one of the present great deliverers 
of Europe, who are very soon expected in this 
kingdom, borrowed seven millions of pounds 
sterling, which you, and I, and every indi- 
vidual in the nation (those of the blood- 
royal only excepted), are thound to pay 
the interest of, till that debt is extinguish- 
cd.— Now, as it is, I believe, pretty well 
ascertained, that both debt and interest are 
hitherto undischarged, | wish to know your 
opinion, whether the said high-contracting 
party 15 arrestable for such debt, as soon as 


he sets his foot on English ground.—If 


such a measure is both legal and practi- 
cable, I hope the worthy Ministers, who 
are entrusted with the moonshine-moncy 

oncerns of the nation, will not be bashfol 
in the exercise of their duty. We ail 
know, Mr. Cobbett, that the Duke d’Ar- 
tois, brother to the present King of France, 
secreted himself in the precincts of Holy- 
rood House, to prevent the disgrace of be- 


ing shut up in a prison, for a debt which 
he either could not, or would not, pay. In 


England, although our happy laws permit 
Royalty to run in debt, without personal 
restraint, yet I never heard of the same 


lenient exemptions being extended here to 
} Qo 








who are both perhaps gone to Heaven; 


the inhabitants of any other nation, Be.so 


good, then, as to give me your opinion on 
this subject ; and should you be induced to 
dilate on the merits of these coalesced 
Kings and Emperors, you can hint, that 
two of these Potentates, after swearing so- 
lemnly on the tomb of the great Frederick, 
not to make peace with the Corsican up- 


‘start, till he had restored to them the va- 


rious places which his superior courage and 
skill had wrested from them; yet, in the 
teeth of this most sacred assertion, they not 
only did enter into such a peace, but also 
conjointly engaged with him to act both de- 
fensively and offensively against the inter- 
ests of this country. What you may be dis- 
posed to say of the morality, political con- 
duct, and tender sympathies towards his 
offspring, of the Emperor of Austria, J shall 
leave entirely to your own stiperior discre- 
tion; and should you be led to speak of the 
birth, parentage, and habits of Alexander 
the Great, T beseech you to tread lightly on 
the ashes of his progenitors. You may sy 


that.he had a father, and a grandfather see 
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that for his own manifold good deeds in this | their Isle for my residence, in consideration 


vorid, you hope the disease that sent them 
both so hastily thither, will not be extend- 
edtoathird generation. [am extreme) 
awkward, Mr. .Cobbett, at deseriptions of 
this nature, or f would not have troubled 
you to be the midwife of these perhaps fi- 
diculous conceptions. W. C, 

Lynn, May 25th, 1814. 

THe Emerxor Naro_ron.—lIt is now 
ascertained that this extraordinary persou- 
age has reached the place of his destin 
tion m pesety 5 ani d, instead of the mbhal,i- 

tants of Elba she ‘wing any Oppos ition to his 
jlanding on that island, they have given 
him, I think very properly, a most hearty 
and welcome reception. It was, indeed, 
absurd to suppose, that these islanders 
could be alarmed at the idea of the French 
Emperor burdening them with military 
conscriptions, for a moment’s reflection 
must have satisfied them, that Napo- 
leon, however fond he may be of warlike 
exploits, would in vain seek an enemy to 
encounter within the narrow circle to whic! 
he is now limited. Distinct from his mili- 
tary character, Bonaparte possesses talents 

calculated to promote, 1 a very hich de- 
gree, the proserity and happiness of the in- 
habitants of Eiba; and, if no new political 
event. should Jccur on the continent of 
Europe, to bring him again on the stage as 
the commander of an army, the Elbese may 
very soon have occasion to congr: atulate 
the mselves on his choice of their country, 
in preference to all others, as the place of 
his retirement. Napoleon appears to have 
landed at Porto Ferrajo on the evening of 
the 3d instant, and next day the fact was 
anagunced in the following manner by the 
resident General of Brigade Dalesme, and 
by the Vice Prefect of Elba :--- 

Inhabitants of the Isle le of Elba!—The 
vicissitudes of human life have conducted the 
Emperor Napoicon into the midst of you, 
and his choice gives him to you as Sove- 
reign.— Before entering your interior, your 
august and new Monarch addressed to me 
the following words; and I hasten to com- 
municate them to you, because they are the 
pledge of your future prosperity: —‘ Gene- 
ral, I have sacrificed my rights to the inte- 
lerests of my country, and have reserved to 
myself the sovercignty and property of the 
Isle of Elba; which has been assented to by 
all the Powers. Be so das to inform 
the inhabitants of this new state of things, 





‘of the mildness of their ianners, and of 
their climate. ‘Tell them, they shal! be the 
constant objects of my most lively mte- 
rests.’-—Elbese! ‘These words require no 
commen tary : they tix your di ieny- ‘lhe 
Eainperor has formed a proper adyment of 

vou 5 ; it be gay lt ity to render you iis yu \S- 

ice, and | widingiy do so.—Inhabitants o 
the Isle of Elbe, l am about to leave you; 
this separation wil be painful to me, be- 
cause 1 Jove you sincerely ; but the idea of 
vour happiness mitigates the bitterness of 
my departure, and whenever I may, I shall 
alwavs cherisu a recollection of the virtues 
of the inhabitants ef this Isle, and the wish- 
es which J feel for them.— DaLesmrE, Ge- 
neral of Brigade.—Porto Ferrajo, May 
4, IS S14 le 

- The Vice Prefect of the Tsle of Elba, 
perfor Mi. ag the func trons of Pri ‘fect, to 
the inh; shat nts of that Isle.—— The most 
fortunate event which could illustrate 
the history of the Isle of Elba is rea- 
lised before your eyes. —Our august So- 
vereign, the FE mperor Napoleon, is come 
among us.—Give, then, free course to 
that j joy which must overflow your hearts: 
your wishes are accom plished, and the feli- 
city of the Isle is securcd.—Listen to the 
first memorable words which he has conde- 
scended to address to you, through the medi- 
um of the public functionaries :-—* J w7l/ be 
to you a good father, be yau tome good chat- 
dren!” Let them be for ever impressed on 
your grate ful hearts—Let us all rally 
arounu his sacre sd person, enmulous in zeal 
and fidelity to s e him, this wil! be the 
sweetest recompense to his grateful heart, 
and th us shell we render ourselves w orthy 
of that stenal favour which Providence has 
conferred o: i: ws—BALBIANI, Vice-Prefect. 
— Gflice of Prefecture, at Porto-Ferr ago, 
May 4, 1814. 

On the Gth instant the Vicar General 
apprised the clergy of the island of the 
event by the follawing rescript :— 

“ Giuseppe Filippo Arrighi, Honorary 
Canon of the Cathedral of Pisa, and of the 
Metropolitan Church of Florence, and un- 
der the Bishop of Ajaccio, Vicar-General 
of the Isle of E Iba, and Principality of Pi- 
ombino, to the beloved in the Lord,our Bre- 
thren composing the Clergy and all the 
Faithful in the Isle, health and benedic- 
tion !—That high Providence which irresis- 
tiblyand bene fic ently disposes of every thing, 
and assigns to nations their destiny, has de- 





and of the selection which 1 have made of | 


termined that, amidst the political changes 
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of Europe, we should in future be the sub- 
§ects of Napoleon the Great. The Isle of 
Elba, already celebrated for itsnatural pro- 
ductions, must now be more illusthious in 
the history of nations, because it renders 
homage to its new Prince of immortal fame. 
The Isle of Elba takes its place in the rank 
of nations; and the minuteness of is terri- 
tory becomes eanobled by the name of its 
Ruler. Elevated to an honour so sublime, 
it receives into its bosom the anointed of the 
Lord, and those other distinguished perso- 
nages who accompany him.— When his Im- 
perial and Royal Majesty selected this Isle 
for his retreat, he announced to the world 
with what predilection he loved it. Opu- 
lence will inundate this country, and mul- 
titudes will flock fromother parts to our ter- 
ritory to behold a hero. ‘The first day he 
set foot upon ourshore, he pronounced our 
destiny and our felicity. ‘ L will be a good 
father,’ said he, ‘be you good children..— 
Beloved Catholics, what words of tender- 


ness} what expressions of benevolence ! | 


what hopes may we not cherish of our fu- 
ture felicity! Let these words then form 
the delight of your thoughts, and be impres- 
sed on your souls with transports of conso- 
lation; let fathers rehearse them to their 
cluldren, and let the memory of the words 
which secure glory and prosperity to the 
Tsle of Elba, be perpetual from generation 
to generation.—[ortunate citizens of Por- 
to-Ferrajo! within your walls the sacred 
person of his Imperial and Royal Majesty is 
to dwell. Mald im character at all times, 
constant in affection to your Prince, Naro- 
LEON THE Great resides with you; never 
belie the favourable idea which he formed 
of you.u—Beloved, faithful in Jesus Christ, 
act in correspondence to your fate ; Noz 
sint schigmata-inter vos: idem supite, pa- 
cem habete, et Deis pacts et dilectionts erit 
wohiseum. Let fidelity, gratitude, submis- 
sion, reign in your hearts. Let all of you 
unite in a respectful sentiment of imternal 
affection for your Prince, Father rather 
than Sovereign; and exult with sacred joy 
in the goodness of the Lord, who, from the 
ages of eternity, had destined for you this 
happy event. With this view we order 
that next Sunday, in alt the churches, a so- 
lemn Te Deum be sung, in thanksgiving to 
the Almighty, for the precious gift which, 
in the abundance of his mercy, he has 
conferred upon us.—Given from the Eccle- 
siastical Court of Elba, 6th May. (Signed) 
Grivserre Fitirro ArRicsHt, Vicar-Gen. 
FRANCESCO ANGIOLETTI, Secretary.” 


. 
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Spain.—This beantiful country, I am 
afraid, is on the eve of once more becoming 
the sport of a sanguinary Revolution. Fer. 
dinand has reached the capital; but in- 
stead of swearing tothe Constitution, which 
had been previously drawn up by the 
Cortes, who have been supposed to pos- 


sess the character of representatives of 


the people, his Majesty has issued a De- 
claration, by which he not only dissolves 


that Body, but deelares all their acts of 


government null and void. It is not 
easy, with the limited information pos- 
sessed in this country, as to the real state 
of matters in Spain, to form a correct idea 
of the motives which could induce the King 
of Spain to take so decided a step; but if 
one were to judge from the torrent of abuse 
which has been heaped upon Ferdinand for 
this act, by the Z?mes and the Courier 
newspapers, it might be supposed that his 
Spanish Majesty had committed some 
abominable act of aggression agamst this 
country or its Government. It is true, 
the Cortes owed their political existence, 
ina great measure,.to Duke Wellington, 
and thence may arise the hatred which has 
been expressed as to the dissolution of that 
Body. It is even hinted in the Zimes, that 
the noble Duke should be sent back to 
Spain to support the cause of the Cortes 
against the King. Here indeed would 
be a new contest to justify the continuance 
of the income tax, and all war establishment. 
By and bye, we shail see what it will turn 
to. Meanwhile I have inserted the De- 
claration of the King of Spain, which the 
Courier has chosen to designate “a 
“ most paltry document—a document dis- 
“¢ ousting from its falsehood and hypocrisy, 
“ and contemptible for its puny reasoning :” 
STATE PAPER. 

Since the period when Divine Provi- 
dence, in consequence of the spontancous 
and solemn resignation of my august father, 
placed me on the throne of my ancestors, 
of which the kingdom took the oaths to 
me, as heir by its procurators assembled 
in Cortes, according to the law and cus- 
tom of the Spanish nation, practised from 
the most- remote periods; and since that 
happy day on which I entered the capital, 
amidst the most sincere demonstrations of 
affection. and loyalty, with which the people 
of Madrid came out to receive me, this dis- 
play of love towards my royal person mak- 
ing a deep impression on the French hosts, 
who, under the cloak of friendship, bad 
advanced as far as that city, being a pre 
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age of what that heroic population would | 
one day perform for their King and for their 
honour, and giving that example which the 
other parts of the kingdom have nobly 5 
lowed: since that day, I determined j 
my royal mind to reply to sentiments so 
loyal, and to satisly the great obligations 
which a king is under towards his subjects, 
to dedicate my whole time to the discharge 
of such august functions, and to repair 
the evils which the pernicious influence of 
2 favourite had caused in the preceding 
reign.— My first labours were directed to 
the restoration of various magistrates and 
other persons, who had been arbitrarily 
removed from their functions; but the 
dificult state of affairs, and the perfidy of 
Bonaparte, from the cruel effects of which 
I wished, by proceeding to Bayonne, to 
preserve my people, scarcely allowed time 
for more. The royal family being assem- 
bled there, an atrocious attack was perpe- 
trated on the whole of it, and particularly 
on my person, unequalled in the history of 
civilised nations, both in its circumstances 
and in the series of events which took 
place there ; and: the sacred law of nations 
being there violated in the highest degree, 
{ was deprived of my libe rty, stripps d of 
the government of my ‘ingdoms, aad con- 
veyed toa palace with my very dear bro- 
ther and uncle, which served as a sort of 
honourable prison for about the space of six 
years. Amidst this affliction, 1 had al- 
Ways present to my mind the love and 
loyalty of my people, and the consideration 
of the endless calamities to which they were 
exposed formed a great part of my gricfs ; 
inundated as they were with enemies, nearly 
destitute of all means of resistance, without 
King, and without a government previous- 
ly established, which might put in motion 
and unite at its voice the force of the nation, 
direct its impulse, and avail itself of the 
resources of the State, to combat the forces 
which simultaneously invaded the Penin- 
sula, and had treachcrously got possession 
of its principal fortresses. In this lament- 
able situation, as the only remedy that re- 
mained, I issued, as well as I could while 
surrounded by hace, the Decree of the 5th 
of May, 1808, addressed to the Council of 
Castile, and in defect of it to any other 
Board of Audience that might beat liberty, 
in order that the Cortes might be convoked, 
who had only to employ themselves on the 
spur of the moment, in raising the taxes 
and supplies necessary for the defence of 


the kingdom, remaining permanent for | 
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other events which might occur: but 
this my Royal Decree unfortunately was 
not known then ; ; and although it was after- 
wards known, the provinces provided for 
the same object, as soon as the accounts 
reached them of the cruel tragedy perpe- 
trated in Madrid on the memorable 2d of 
M: iy, by the Chief of the French troops, 
throug th the ingtramentality of the Juntas 
which they eal: Next took place the 
glorious baitleof Baylen : the French fled 
as far as Vittoria, and all the provinces, 
with the capital, proclaimed mic, ancw, 
King of Castile and Leon, in the metropo- 
lis, with the same formalities as the Kings 
my august predecessors. This is a re- 
cent fact t, of which the me ‘dals struck in all 
parts afford demonstrative proef, and which 
the people through whaad i have passed 
since my return from [rance have con- 
firmed by the effusion of vfvas, which moved 
the sensibility of my heart, where they are 

engraved never to be effaced. From the 
deputies neminated by the Juntas, the 
Central Jupta was formed; who exercised 
in my Royal name all the powers of So- 
vi reig aty from Sept. 1808, till Jan. 1810; 
iD which month was’ established the first 
Council of Regency, in whom the exercise 
of that power continned till the 24th of 
September of the same year: on which day 
were installed in the isle of Leon the Cortes 
called General and Pitraarai ary, when 
104 Deputies took the oaths, in which they 
engages ‘lta proserve for me my dominions 
as their Sovereign ; all which appears 
from the act certified by the Secretary of 
State Don Nicolas Maria de Sierra. But 
these Corte ‘8, assem! bled 1 in a manner never 
used in Spain, cven in the most arduous 
cases, and in the most turbulent times of 
the minorities of Kings, in which the Assem- 
bly of Procurators was wont to be more 
numerous than in the common and ordina- 
ry Cortes, were not called the States of the 
Nobility and Clergy, although the Central 
Junta had so oidlered: this Decree having 
been artfully concealed from the Council of 
Regency, and also the fact that the Jiinta 
had ¢ assigned to it the Presidency of the 
Cortes, a prerogative of the Crown which 
the Regency would not have left to the de- 
cision of the Congress, if it had been ac- 
quainted therewith. In consequence of this, 
every thing remained at the disposal of the 
Cortes ; who, on the very day of their in- 
stallation, 2nd by way of commencement to 
their acts, despoiled me of my sovereignty, 
which the same deputies had only a little 
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before acknowledged, ascribing it pnomi- 
nally to the nation, in order to appropriate 
it to themselves, and then, upon such usur- 
pation, to dictate to the nation such laws 
as they pleased, imposing upon it the yoke 
by which it should receive them compulso- 
rily, in anew Constitution, which the depu- 
tics established without authority of the 
provinces, people, or juntas, and without 
the knowledge of those provinces which 
were said to be represented by substitutes 
from Spain and the Indies. ‘This Constitu- 
tion they sanctioned and published in 1812. 
This first attack upon the prerogatives of 
the throne, abusing the name of the nation, 
became, as it were, the basis of many other 
attacks which fe!lowed it; and in spite of 
the repnenance of many deputies, perhaps of 
the majority, they were adopted and raised 
to the rank of laws, w! 
damental, by means of the shouts, threats, 
and violence of those who attended in the 
galleries of the Cortes, with which they 
alarmed and terrified; and that which was 
in truth the work of a faction, was clothed 
with the specious mask of the general will, 
and for such wi'l that of a few seditious 
ersons, who in Cadiz, and afterwards 
in Madrid, occasioned ailliction to all 
cool citizens, made their own to pass. 
‘hese facts are so notorions, that there 
13 searce'y any one who ts ignorant. of 
them; and tae very Diaries of the 
Cortes furnish ample proof ef them. A mode 
of making laws so forcign to the Spanish 
nation, gave occasion to an alteration of 
the good laws under which, in other times, 
it was respected and happy. In truth, al- 
most all the forms of the ancient constitu- 
tion of the Monarchy were innovated upon; 
aud copying the revolutionary and demo- 
cratic principles of the French constitu- 
tion of 1791, they sanctioned, not the fun- 
damental laws of a moderate Monarchy, 
but those of.a popular Government, with a 
chief, or magistrate, their mere delegated 
executor, and nota King, although they 
ve him that name, to deccive and seduce 
the unwary and the nation. Under the 
same want of liberty this same Constitu- 
tion was signed and sworn to; and it is 
known to all, not only what passed with 
regard to the respectable Bishop of Orense, 
but also the punishment with which those 
were threatened who refused to sign and 
swear to it—To prepare the public mind 
to receive such novelties, especially those 


regarding my reyal person and the’ prero- 


hich they cailed fun- | 


which the Deputies of the Cortes conduct- 
ed, and abused the liberty of the press es- 
tablished by them, to render the Royal 
power odious, giving to all the rights of 
Majesty the name of despotism—making 
icing and Despot synonimous terms,—and 
calling Kings ‘Tyrants, while at the same 
time they cruelly persecuted every one who 
had the firmness to contradict them, or to 
dissent from this revolutionary and seditious 
mode of thinking ; and in every thing de- 
mocracy was aflected, the army and navy, 
and all other establishments which, from 
tine immemorial, had been called Roval, 
being stripped of that name, and Nationa! 
substituted, with which they flattered the 
people 3; who, however, in spite of these 
perverse arts, retained, by their natura! 
loyalty, the good feelings which always 
formed their character. Of all this, since 
[ have happily entered the kingdom, I hav: 
been acquiring faithful mmformation and 
knowledge, partly from my ewn observa. 
tions, and partly from the public papers, in 
which, up to this very day, representations 
of my arrival and my character are im- 
pudently circulated, so gross and infa- 
mous in themselves, that even with re- 
gard to any other individual they would 
constitute very heavy offences, worthy of 
severe notice and punishment. Circum- 
stances so unexpected have filled my heart 
with bitterness, which could only be alle- 
viated by the demonstrations of affection 
from all those who hoped for my arrival, 
in order that by my presence an end might 
be put to these calamities, and to the op- 
pression in which those were, who retained 
in their minds the remembrance of my 
person, and sighed for the true happiness 
of their country. . I. swear and promise to 
you, true and loyal Spaniards, at the same 
time that I sympathise with the evils which 
you have suffered, you shall not be disappoint- 
ed of your noble expectations. Your Sove- 
reign wishes to be so on your account, and 
in this he places his glory, that he 1s the 
Sovereign of an heroic nation, whoby their 
immortal deeds have gained the admiration 
of the world, and preserved their liberty 
and honour. J abhor and detest despotism 7 
neither thé intelligence and cultivation of 
the nations of Europe could now endure it: 
nor in Spain were its kings ever despots. 
Neither its laws, nor constitution, 
authorised despotism; although unforta- 
nately, from time to time, as happens €very 





gatives of the Crown, the public newspa- 





where else, and in every thing buman, 





pers were resorted to as a means, some of 
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there may have been abuses of power which 
no pé ossible Constitution can who! ly guard 
aginst; nor were they the faults of the 
Constitution which the nation had, but of 
individuals, and the eflects of un ole: asant 
but very rare circumstances, which gave 
occasion to them. However, in order to 
avert them, as effectually as human fore- 
sight wall allow, namely , by preserving the 
honour of the royal dignity, and its rights, 
since those appertain ing to it and to * the 
people are equally inviolab le, L will treat 
with the procurators ef * Spain and of the 
[ndics: and order being restored, together 

with the good usages under which the na- 
tion has lived, and which the Kings my 
predecessors extaliliohsd with its consent, 
every thing that relates to the good of my 
kingdoms shall be solidly and le eitimately 
enacted, in Cortes legitimately assembled, 
as soon as it may be ‘possible to do so, in 
order that my subjects may live prosperous 
and happy, in one religion, and under one 
government, strictly united by tadisseluble 
ties. In this, and in this alone, consist the 
temporal felicity of a King and a kingdom, 
which enjoy the title of Catholic, by way 
of eminence; and immediately preparations 
shall be tends for what may fs ar best 
towards the assembling of such a Cortes ; 
in which, [ trust, the bases of the prospe- 
rity of my subjects, in both hemisphe res, 
may be confirmed. The liberty and securi- 
ty of persons and property shall be firmly 
secured by means'of laws, which, guaran- 
teeing public liberty and order, shall leave 
to all that salutary liberty, whose undis- 
turbed enjoyment distinguishes a moderate 
from an arbitrary and. despotic Govern- 
ment, and in which the citizens subject to 
the former ought to live. This just liberty 
ull likewise shail enjoy, in order to commu- 
nicate through the press their ideas and 
thoughts, within those limits, however, 
which sound reason imperiously prescribes 
to all, that it may not degenerate into licen- 
tiousiness; for the respect which is due to 
religion and the government, and that which 
men mutually owe towards each other, can 
under no civilized government be reason- 
ably permitted to be violated and trampled 
upon with impunity.—All suspicion, like- 
wise, of any dissipation of the revenues of 
the State shall cease; those which are as- 
signed for the ex ces required by the ho- 
nour of my Hovil parton and family, and 


that of the nation whom I have the glory 
to govern, being separated from the reve- 
nues which, by the consent of the kingdom, 
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may be imposed and assigned for the main- 
tenance of the State in all branches of the 
administration. ‘The laws, which shail in 
future serve as a rule of action to my sub- 
jects, shall also be enacted in concert wath 
the Cortes, inasmuch as these bases may 
serve as an authentic declaration of my royal 
intentions in the Government with which I 
am about to be vested, and will represent 
to all neither a despot nor a tyrant, buta 
King, and a father of his subjects 5 having 
in like manner heard from the unannnous 
declarations of persons respectable for their 
zeal and knowledge, and from representa- 
tions made to me from various parts of the 
kingdom, in which are expressed the repuy- 
nance and — with whieh both the Con- 
stitution formed by the Geveral and Mxtra- 
ordinary Cortes, as well as the viher po- 
litical establishments recenily introdu- 
ced, are regarded in the provinces 5 
considering also the mischiefs which have 
sprung therefrom, and would increase, 
should 1. assent to and swear to the said 
Constitution ; J acting m conformity to such 
general and dec ided dem onete ations ef the 
wishes of my people, and also bec wnte hey 
are just anc d well founde: d3; ideclare, that 
my royal mtention Is not only not to swear 
nor acecde to the seid Constitetion, nor te 
any Decree of the neral and i xtraordi- 
nary Cortes, ani of the Ordinary at pres 

sent sitting, tho a, to-v it, which de rvogatec 
from the rights and prerogatives of my 
sovereignty, established by the constitation 
and the uhh under which the nation has 
lived in times past, but to pronounce that 
Constitution and such Decrees null and of 
ae eBect, now, or at any other time, as if 
such acts hed: never pas sed, and that they 
are entirely abrogated, and without any 
obligation on my people and subjects, 
of whatever class and condition, to fulfil 
or observe them. And as he who should 
aitempt to support them, and shall thus 
contradict my royal proclamation, adopted 
with the above agreement. and assent, will 
attack the prerog: tives of my sovereignty, 
and the happiness of the nation, and will 
cause discontent and disturbance -in my 
kingdoms, I declare, whoever shall dar¢’to 
attempt the same will be guilty of High 
‘Treason, and as such subject to capital pu- 
nishment, whether he perform the seme ‘by 
deed, by writing, or by words, moving and 
excitint, or in any other way exhorting 
and persuading, that the said Constitu- 
tion and Decrees be kept and observed.— 


And in order that, until pubtie~order-be 
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restored, together withthe system observ- 
ed in the kingdom prior to the introduc- 
tion of these novelties, for the attaimment 
of which suitable measures sacil be taken 
without delay, the adininistration of justice 
may not be interrupted, it is my will, that 
in the mean time, theordinary magistracies 
of towns shall be continued as now esta- 
blished, the Courts of Law where there are 
such, and the Andiencias, Intendents, and 
other judicial tribunals ; and 1a the politi- 
cal and administrative branches, the com- 
mon councils of towas according to their 
present coastitution, until the Cortes, who 
shall be summoned, being heard, the stable 
order of this part of the Goverament of the 
kingdom be assented to. And from the 
day on which this my Decree shall be pub- 
lished and com\aunieated tothe President 
for the time being of the Gortes at present 
met, the said Cortes shall cease their sit- 
tings ; and theiracts with those of the pre- 
ceding Cortes, together with whatever do- 
cuments or dispatches*shali be in their of- 
fier of archives and secretaryship, or in 
the possession of aay other individual, what- 
ever, shall be collected by the person charg- 
ed with the execniion of this my Royal De- 
eree 3 and shall be deposited for the present 
ia the Guildhall of the city of Madrid, the 
room in which they are placed bemg locked 
and sealed up: the books of their li- 
brary ghall be conveyed to the royal li- 
brary; and whosoever shall endeavour to 
obstruct the execution of this part of my 
Roval Decree, in any way whatever, I also 
declare him guilty of High Treason, and 
that as such the punishment of death shall 
be inflicted upon him. And from this day 
shall cease in every tribunal of the kiagdom 
all proceedings in amy cause, now pending 
for any infraction of the Constitution, and 
and those who, for such causes, have been 
imprisoned or arrested, shall be immediate- 
ly at liberty. Such them is my will, be- 
cause the welfare and happiness of the na- 
tion require it—Given at Valencia, the 
4th of May, 1814.~-I, rar Kinc.—Pe- 
dra de Macancez, Secretary of Decrees-— 
As Captain General of New Castile, Poli- 
tical and Military Governor of the whole 
Province, and by order of his Majesty Don 
Ferdinand Vil, whom God preserve, I 
cause it to be published.—-FRawcisco 
Ramon De Ecuta Y Lerrona.—-ilidrid, 
May 11, 1914. 

Narits.—From the following Docu- 
ment, it appears that Murat is likely to 
have sofie trouble with Ferdinand the IV. 
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respecting the occupation of the throne of 
Naples : Declaration. —-“ Ferdinand 
IV. by the Grace of God, King of the 'f\yo 
Sicilies, and of Jerusalem, Lnfant of Spain 
&c. Profoundly indignant at the perfi- 
dious report spread by our enemies, that 
we have renounced, or that we are disposed 
to renounce, our rights to the Kingdom of 
Naples,’ we think it our duty to make 
known the falschood of such reports to the 
powers, our Allies, to all nations, and 
particularly to our subjects, and ver 

dear children of the kingdom of Na- 
ples, by declaring solemnly that we never 
have renounced, and that we are un- 
alterably resolved never to renounce, our 
legitimate and incontestible rights to the 
kinydom of Naples, aud that our fixed 
and uachangeable will is to accept of no 
ofer of indenmity, nor any compensation 
whatsoever for the said kingdom, which we 
are determined to preserve for ourself, and 
to transmit to our immediate successor, in 
the same manner as it has been transmit- 
ted to us by our Father of highly glorious 
memory. All the measures which we have 
hitherto taken, and which we are now exe- 
cuting in ‘the employment of our troops, 
and their union with the forces of our 
august and ancient Allies, have had, and 
have no other object but to co-operate with 
them, with a view to the triumph of the 
just and general cause, and of coneurring 
in their magnanimous views, so often ma- 
nifested for the overthrow of all usurpations, 
and for the re-establishment of justice and 
legitimate authority. FERDINAND.” 

“ Palermo, April 24, 1814.” 


Peace.—The Courier, of last night, 
states on this subject, that “* Accounts from 
Lord Castlereagh, dated on Tuesday last, 
have been received, which, it is reported, 
announce that the Peace was to be signed 
on Wednesday last—that the Emperor of 
Russia and King-of Prussia meant to set 
out for this country positively on Monday 
next. They may be expected on Wednesday 
or Thursday. They are to land at Dover, 
and a Telegraphic Message to that effect 
is understood to have been sent off this 
morning to his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Clarence. The Emperor of Germany 
proceeds almost immediately to Italy upo 
very important business.” $ 











Erratum.-—In the last REGISTER, 
page 643, line 24, from the bottom, for 
“many hundreds of thousands of éves, 


read /rvres. ° 
aiid 
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